
2023 CABERNET FRANC

Dry Creek Valley

HISTORY

Cabernet Franc may have origins entrenched in Bordeaux, but it has a home here in 

California’s Dry Creek Valley as well. We find that this delicious varietal adds a layer of 

finesse and a peppery perfume as a blending component for our Bordeaux-inspired 

red wines, but is also outstanding all on its own. The Cabernet Franc we grow on our 

estate Bullock House vineyard stands out vintage after vintage, so we set aside a few 

barrels as a special wine available exclusively at our family winery.

GROWING SEASON

In 2023, a wet winter and cooler spring delayed bud break and ripening compared to 

recent years. These conditions, combined with mild temperatures in summer and a lack 

of heat spikes, resulted in one of the latest starts to harvest — as well as one of the longest 

harvests — we have seen in quite some time. Most vineyards were harvested 14–22 days 

later than in 2022. The weather was ideal for gradual ripening; it was pleasantly warm 

and sunny throughout harvest, with minor rain that did not impact the vineyards. The 

grapes had extended hang time, and we were able to pick each block at an optimal level 

of ripeness. The berries were fully developed, concentrated, flavorful and balanced 

with bright acidity.

WINEMAKER COMMENTS

The 2023 Cabernet Franc opens with vibrant aromas of raspberry, cranberry, 

bright plum and boysenberry layered with violet, white pepper, allspice and herbs de 

Provence. The palate reveals expressive flavors of plum, blueberry, black cherry and 

cranberry accented by graphite minerality, fine leather, cedar, bay leaf and dried rose 

petal. Bright acidity lends energy and precision while a plump, rounded mid-palate 

provides excellent depth and balance. The finish is long and elegant, showcasing the 

complexity and varietal character of this distinctive estate-grown Cabernet Franc.

BLEND

96% Cabernet Franc 

4% Malbec

BARREL AGING

17 months in French and  

Hungarian oak; 46% new oak

ALCOHOL | 14.1%

BRIX | 24.2

TA | 6.5 g/L

HARVEST DATE

October 21, 2023

V INE AGE | 13 years

SOILS

Sandy loam with river rock

CASE PRODUC T ION

377 cases
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